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Julie Smith-Yliniemi Ph.D., M.P.H., L.P.C.C., N.C.C,, is an assistant professor and the
Director of Community-engaged research for the Indigenous Trauma & Resilience
Research Center, housed in the School of Medicine and Health Sciences at the
University of North Dakota. She is Ojibwe/Anishinaabe and grew up on the White
Earth Indian Reservation in northern Minnesota. Her background is in health
education, school counseling, grant management, along with clinical mental health
therapy/diagnosis and treatment of mental health disorders. She spent several years
adapting evidence-based trauma therapy models to fit with Indigenous healing practices. She co-
developed and implemented the first domestic cultural immersion event with the National Board for
Certified Counselors (NBCC). Her experience with research in tribal communities includes serving as the
grant manager for a meth and suicide initiative grant (MSPI) for the White Earth Nation. She worked with
her community to develop a mobile crisis response team, which included local community members and
mental health professionals. Read more.
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